THE LYSISTRATA, 515-529

You, hold your tongue !   And I held it accordingly*

ST.                     That is a thing which I NEVER would do !

MAG.    Ma'am, if you hadn't, you'd soon have repented it.

LY.                  Therefore I held it, and spake not a word.

Soon of another tremendous absurdity,

wilder and worse than the former we heard.
Husband> I say, M'ith a tender solicitude,

Why have ye passed such a foolish decree?
Vicious, moodily, glaring askance at me,

Stick to your spinning, my tnisiress, says he,
Else you will speedily jind it the worse for you,

' WAR IS THE CARE AND THE BUSINESS OF MEN ! <*

MAG.    Zeus !   'twas a worthy reply, and an excellent!
LY.                 What! you unfortunate, shall we not. then,

Then, when we see you perplexed and incompetent,
shall we not tender advice to the State ?
So when aloud in the streets and the thoroughfares
sadly we heard you bewailing of latea
Is there a Man 1o defend ami deliver us $

NO) says another, there's none m the land ;
Then by the Women assembled in conference

jointly a great Revolution was planned,
Hellas to save from her grief and perplexity.

Where is the use of a longer delay ?
Shift for the future our parts and our characters ;
you, as the women, in silence obey ;
We, as the men, will harangue and provide for you ;
then shall the State bo triumphant again,
Then shall we do what is best for the citizens.
MAG.                    Women to do what is best for the men !

That were a shameful reproach and unbearable !
LY.                               Silence,6 old gentleman.

duties to ihc Magistrate, as I he Men hatl been accustomed afore-
time to address and assign to the Women " :  U,